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in diameter. Honey-leaves pale yellow. 
Achenes 2.5-3 mm, minutely punctate, with 
small, obtuse tubercles near the. margin, or 
sometimes smooih; teak c. 0.5 mm, up¬ 
ward curving. 

Distribution: Most of Europe. 

This taxon may easily be diagnosed from 
its nearest Indian ally, R. sceleratus Linn, 
in its having longer petioles (3 cm-6 cm) of 
the basal leaves, the middle segment of the 
leaf abruptly contracted into a stalk, the 


lower cauline leaves resembling the basal 
ones but smaller in size and the entire plant 
d: pubescent. 

India: West Benga 1 , Howrah, Shibpur, A. 
Sinha s. n. FI. & Fr. March, 1975 (CAL). 

A. K. Mukherjee 
Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad 
AND 

A. Sinha 

Botanical Survey of India, Calcutta 


PHOLIDOTA CON VALLA R 1 A E VAR. BREVISCAPA—A NEW VARIETY OF 
ORCHID FROM ARUNACHAL PRADESH 


Pholidota convallariae var. breviscapa Deori 
et'Joseph, Var. Nov., dilfert a var. conval- 
lariae foliis parvioribus (d: 7 cm longis 
vice 20 cm), inflorescentiis paucifloratis (ad 
7 tantum) vice plurifloratis (d=i8), bracteis 
rhomboideis vice late ovatis, labello 5- 
nervato vice 3-nervatis. 

Holotypus positus in Herbario indico Na¬ 
tional i (CAL) subnumero A. S. Rao 50902A ; 
Isotypi positi in Herbario Kanji'ali (Assam) 
subnumero 50902B-G, lecti ad locum 43 
Camp alti d; 1666 m, Kameng, Arunachal 
Pradesh, India. 

Pholidota convallariae var. breviscapa Deori 
et Joseph Var. Nov., differs from variety 
convallariae (Reichb. f.) Hook. f. in having 
smaller leaves ( d: 7 cm long instead of 
d; 20 cm), in the inflorescences being few- 
flowered (upto 7 only) instead of many- 
flowered (d: 18), in the bracts being rhom¬ 
boid instead of broadly ovate and in the 
lip being 5-nerved instead of 3-nerved. 
Holotype A. S. Rao 50902A (CAL); Do- 
types 50902B-G (ASSAM), collected from 
43-Camp alt. d: 1666 m, Kameng, Aruna¬ 
chal Pradesh, (N.E.F.A.), North-Eastern 
India. 

Epiphytes. Pseudobulbs small, 1.5-2 5 cm 
high, oblique closely placed on slender creep- 



Pholidota convallariae var. breviscapa Decri et Joseph, 
Var. Nov. 

Figs. 1-4: 1. Habit. 2. Flower. 3. Perianth parts: 
a. Dorsal sepal; b. Lateral petal; c. Lateral sepal; 

d. Lip; e. Lip (spread out). 4. Column. 

Fig. 5. P. convallariae var. convallariae (Reichb. f.) Hook f 
Lip (spread out). Kataki 37193 (ASSAM). 
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ing rhizome, 2-leaved. Leaves 4-8-5 x 0.5- 
0 6 cm, sub-sessile, narrowly lanceolate. In¬ 
florescences a raceme ± 4 cm high at the 
apex of fresh shoots with many imbricating 
sheathy bracts around the rachis, from the 
base of the terminal pseudobulb, erect, as 
long as or shorter than the leaves ; flower¬ 
ing axis short, zigzag with 3-7 flowers. 
Bracts caducous, cymbiform, longer than 
and enveloping the pedicelled ovary, ± 7 x 
7 mm, rhomboid when spread out. Flowers 
white, small, glabrous; sepals and petals 
free, 3-nerved, gland-dotted towards apices; 
dorsal sepal ±5x3 mm, oblong, retuse ; lat¬ 
erals i 5 x 4 mm, oblong, keeled, apiculate ; 
petals equal 4-5 x 3-5 mm, sub-orbicular, 
when obtuse ; lip cupulate with overlapping 
margins at apex, sub-orbicular when spread 
out, ±4><4 mm with a shallow sinus at apex 
and ridged callus at base, distinctly 5-nerv- 
ed ; column pink, short, winged at apex; 
anther pyriform, compressed laterally with 
thin translucent cell walls; pollinia 4, in 
pairs held on thread-like straps ; ovary green, 
lidged; pedicel short, slender, pink. Capsule 


DIPLAZ 1 UM PIN-FAENSE CHING—A 

During the course of identifications of the 
pteridophytic collections made from the 
Manipur s ate in February-March, 1978, 
the authors came across two peculiar speci¬ 
mens of the genus Diplazium Sw., which 
could not be compared with any specimen 
from the Indian region present in the Cen¬ 
tral National Herbarium (CAL). A criti¬ 
cal examination of the specimens from the 
adjoining regions of India, housed in CAL 
proved fruitful. Our specimens were identi¬ 
cal with the specimen identified by R. C. 
Ching as Diplazium pin-faense bearing no. 
Tsiang 6298 from China. A perusal of lit¬ 
erature revealed that this particular speci¬ 
men has been cited by Ching (1936) in the 


shortly pedicellate, globose-oblong, 6-ridged 
with marcescent perianth. 

Flowering and Fruiting : November-De- 
cember. 

Note : The original material collected from Kameng 
District, Arunachal Pradesh, was introduced into the 
National Orchidarium in vegetative condition in 1970, 
where it blooms in early winter. 
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NEW RECORD OF FERN FOR INDIA 

protologue. It is a new record for the 
country. 

The species is described in detail with 
illustrations to facilitate its easy identifica¬ 
tion. 

Diplazium pin-faense Ching, Lingnan Sc- 
Journ. 15 (2): 279. 1936; Pichi-Sermolli, 
Index Fil. Suppl. 4, 103, 1956. Athyrium 
pin-faense (Ching) Ohwi, Bull. Nat. Sci. 
Mus. Tokyo, 3; 100. 1956. 

Rhizome sub-erect; fronds tufted, erect; 
stipes small, 8.5 to 17 cm, pale-stramineous, 
scaly at the base, glabrous above, scales pale- 
stramineous, variable in size, ovate-oblong, 
acuminate, waxy; lamina 13*25.5 * 




